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stormed the hamlet, The French, driven from the burning
farm, fell back in disorder towards KL Sausgarten. Davout
realised fully his danger. Collecting his guns on the heights
between KL Sausgarten and the birch wood, he rode amongst
the disheartened troops. " Here/' he cried, " the brave will
find a glorious death; it is the cowards alone who will go to
visit the deserts of Siberia." Not in vain was his appeal
made. The fire of his artillery, beating upon the Prussians
as they showed themselves on the edge of the wood, exhausted
by 12 to 14 hours of continuous marching and fighting, at
last checked them, and they slowly retired into the wood.
For some time, the artillery combat continued in the darkness
which had overshadowed the gloomy scene. Gradually it
died away, neither side being fit for more fighting. It was
10 p.m. as the last shots were fired on this side of the field,
now once more illuminated by bivouac fires. Davout's corps
stretched from in front of Kutschitten on its right,* past
the Kreegeberg, in the direction of Eylau, touching St.
Hilaire's right.

It still remains to narrate the movements of Ney,
following to the battlefield Lestocq, whom he had failed to
drive away from it.

At the bridge of Drangsitten, Ney encountered the rear-
guard left by Lestocq. Falling back on Althof before him,
this rearguard once more stood there. Attacked in front and
on both flanks, it formed square and slowly retired on the
main body of its corps, which it reached, near the Kutschitten
birch wood, about 9 p.m.

It was 8 p.m. when Key formed for the attack of Schlo-
ditten, with Belair's brigade and one brigade of Lasalle's

* This differs from the French accounts. Davout (pp. 168,169) affirms that
all the Bussian attacks on Anklappen were beaten hack with loss, and that his
left held the hamlet for the night. Dumas (xvm. 34) tells the same story.
That of Hoepfner (in. 251) and of Lestocq himself (quoted, at p. 259, by Wilson)
has been preferred as the more probable. It seems clear that Davout's left, had
it remained in Anklappen, would have been in a position far more exposed than
would ever have been suffered by so able a tactician as that marshal.